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The Honorable Lindsay C. WArren 
Comptroller General 
General Accounting Office ' A « 

Washington 25, D. C. 

1 . . j I Ipt **s 

My dear Mr* Warren : 

As you are Jf courie aware , ini s office was 
given legal status as aA AgOney hr the National 
Security Act of 1947. That Act, however, provided 
no detailed fiscal or administrative aiitheritlea 
to which reference oould be made in expending, or 
accounting for, funds. lii View of the obvious ne#d 
for clarification of our • administrative and other 
authorities, enabling 10 Al slat ion was prepared 
whi ch he came law on 20 June 1949, as the Central 
Intelligence Agency Act hf 1949 (Fublio law 110, 

81st Congress). J 

That Law, after considerable’ discission and 
comment, granted to the Agency, ahd mylelf, certain 
very broad and unusual powers in h nunher of respects* 
Passage of this legislation, thereforei emphasizes 
rather than redudes the responsibilities which are 
placed on me and of which I am keenly Aware. 

We are npw La the process ©f^ inqplimenting this 
legislation by InternalJpOiiey guides and adminis- 
trative InBtru&tlons. 1V« therefore sefemad an ap- 
propriate time for me to extend to you 5 and your staff 
ay appreciation for the support And assistance given 
to this Agency during the period When Oach exercise 
© f authority was open to possible question or ob- 
jection. We have attempted to ke*ep yotir General 
Counsel, Mr. Fisher, aware of our general procedures 
and policies and' wish, particularly, thaipr.a.our 
appreciation for h|s able Assistance aid support. 

From time to time representatives of this office 
have given him assurances concerting mjr policies in 
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regard to some of .the unusual fiscal matters with 
which this Agency is concerned. I j wish to state 

- 3 P__l°hg as I hold thi» posit ion, these policies 
and mi attitude to ward tdaa "Sqwwiy qpar ; t r-t.ns 'i mden 
oontrol. Jfi-11^ he_ in. nfl_jfaxjjianged by the] legislate 
grants of power tfo i«» i s 


i-i * I | 

To the various officers of the General Account- 
Ing Office who huv® also avails tod l*n o ve t*- c oming 
difficult probleras, I extend my thabks aid, particu- 
** or ^he s ecur e and efficient! audit system 
which has been in operation since tjhis Agency was 
created* We feel that with your sujpportTwe have 
created and developed an office whiph is, performing 
a function of importance to the national j security. 

If at any time, you or your representatives 
would like clarification as to the functioning of 
this Agency or dissuasions of futurp policy, please 
be assured that I shall be at your ^ervi^e. 
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Very sincerely yours. 


FOIAb3b 




Rear Admiral, USN 
Director of Central Intelligence 
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